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SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLS - Men’s Section  
(Members of Bowls England & the Home Counties Bowls Association) 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  

held at the Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne   
 

15.00 hours on Monday 6th  December, 2021 

 

1. Welcome by Chairman. 

 a) The Chairman welcomed all to the Meeting.  He thanked all the Officers for the work they 
had carried out during the year and also the delegates for attending the meeting and for 
the work they do on behalf of their clubs. 

2. Notice of Meeting. 

 a) The Honorary Secretary read the notice that had been sent to all Club Secretaries and 

Club Delegates convening the Meeting. 

3. In Memorium. 

 a) The Secretary read out a list of members who had passed away since the last AGM – as 
per list attached. 

 b) The delegates then stood for a moment in respect. 

4. Apologies. 

 R Day – Imm Past Pres 
D Budd - Past President  

CLUBS: 
Barcombe 
Battle 
Downsman, The 

Drive, The 
East Preston & K 
Horsham 
Lewes 

Parade, The 
Popes Mead 
St Francis 
W Hoathly 

 There were 62 members present as recorded in the Attendance Register. 

5. Appointment of Tellers. 

 a) Two tellers were appointed to receive and count the votes for the position of GPC 
Member for Division One. 

6. Minute of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 7th December, 2020. 

 a) The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record.    

7. Matters Arising. 

 a) There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 

8. Presidents Address.  

 a) The President reported that he had thoroughly enjoyed his year as President although it 
had been a difficult year and he had really missed the learning curve of the previous year.   
He continued to specifically thank various Officers and members who had assisted him 
during his term and thanked his club for their support. 

He then spoke about his tour to the Isle of Wight and thanked everyone who had donated 
to his charity this year which was a continuation of that started by Roger Day the 
President in the previous year. 

He mentioned that in 2021, the County team had won the Annual challenge Cup which 
is played for against Somerset and congratulated Mark Strong, his two assistants and 

the players, on winning the Home Counties League for the first time ever. 

Finally, he congratulated his successor Mark and wished him and his team an enjoyable 
season. 
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9. Annual Report. 

 a) The 112th Annual Report had been circulated and it was accepted unanimously. 

 b) The Secretary reported that he felt that testing on the new Competition Portal was now 
complete and that he hoped that b4b could get it loaded during this week.   He fully 
appreciated how frustrating the delay in getting this system on line, was for everyone, but 
that as long as bugs were found they had to first be resolved. 

10. Financial Report. 

 a) The Financial report had been circulated and was unanimously accepted. 

11. Benevolent Fund Report. 

 a) The financial statement for 2021, as prepared by Tony Sharman had been circulated and 
was unanimously accepted.  

Tony Sharman once more reminded clubs what the fund was for and continued to state 
that the fund was under-used and was available to all past and present members and 
family of clubs who make donations to it.   Tony stressed that any member can contact 
one of the trustees direct and do not need to go through their club and that everything is 

totally confidential and only known by the trustees and the auditor. 

  He continued to state that he was seeking someone to take on the role as Secretary and 
Treasurer of this Fund and that it was not an onerous task. 

12. Affiliation Fees and Honoraria for 2020/21. 

 a) The proposal from the GPC Committee regarding affiliation fees for the 2022 Season and 
honoraria to be paid for the 2022 Season – as circulated with the Agenda for this meeting 
–was unanimously agreed. 

 b) The Secretary reported that there had been one change to the proposed honoraria for 
2022.   As the responsibility for the selection of Presidential games was being transferred 
to the Selection Committee, the honorarium paid to the Assistant Secretary was being 
reduced and a small increase was being added to that paid to the Selectors to allow for 
the increase in their workload. 

 c) In addition it has been included in the Job Responsibilities of all appointees that honoraria 
will only be paid if the GPC are satisfied that any appointee has carried out his duties in 
a satisfactory manner. 

 d) It was notified that the Assistant Secretary had declined his honorarium for 2022. 

13. Revised Sussex County Bowls - Men’s Section Constitution. 

 a) An amendment to Rule 4 - to clarify that it is the member who pays the affiliation fee - 
was agreed. 

 b) An amendment to Rule 18 - to clarify that it is the Chairman and no longer the President 

who has a casting vote in the event of a tie – was agreed. 

 c) The addition of Appendix 2- Safeguarding Policy and Aims – was agreed. 

14. Revised Sussex County Bowls - Men’s Section Rules. 

 a) Amendments to Rule 2 – County Competition Regulations – to take account of the 

changes required due to competitions being entered and paid for online – was agreed. 

 b) An amendment to Rule 3 – to allow the Winner of the Unbadged Singles to be awarded 
his County Badge - was agreed. 

 c) An amendment to Rule 3 – to allow a player to achieve a maximum of three credit points 

in an one year, towards his county badge by playing in County matches – was agreed.  

 d) An amendment to Rule 4 – to change the system to show that in future Selectors will 
select players for both County and Presidential matches – was agreed. 

 e) An amendment to Rule 6 – to allow a reduced dress code for matches – was agreed. 
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15. Mike Newth Trophy 

 a) The Secretary reported that four candidates had been considered for the Mike Newth 
Trophy and the matter had been discussed at the Joint Management Committee.   The 

candidates were: 

  Simon Felton (Horsham BC), David Page (Shoreham-by-Sea BC), Colin Bulbeck 
(Southbourne BC) and Barbara Archer (Rottingdean BC) 

 b) It was the unanimous view of that Committee that for 2021, the trophy should be 

presented to: 

  Simon Felton - of Horsham BC. 

  Simon has been a member of his club for almost 30 years and has served as 
Secretary since 1999.  He has served the club in many roles including 
considerable involvement in the move of the club from the Bishopric to its 
excellent new green and premises. 

 c) Mike Newth was invited to present the trophy to Simon, which he did. 

16. Election of President 

 The outgoing President Bob Markham was presented with his Presidential Badge for 2021 
and Bob then presented the badge of office and handed over the chain of office, to the new 
President Mark Broadway.   He congratulated Mark on his appointment. 

17. Address by the New President. 

 a) Mark commenced by thanking Bob for investing him and stated that he was honoured to 
take on this office and promised to do his best to fulfil the position correctly.   He then 
gave a brief resume of how he became involved on bowls.   He thanked his club for 
nominating him for this position and continued to give thanks to all of the Officers, 

delegates and club officials 

 b) He continued to report that his chosen charity of the year is the Dame Vera Lynn 
Childrens Charity and that he hoped all would support this wonderful charity.   He 
concluded by wishing all success in club and county competitions and a thoroughly 

enjoyable season. 

18. Installation of 2019 President and his team 

 a) Mark then welcomed and invested John Whitfield as Vice and invested Stuart James as 
the new Junior Vice President and wished them every success for the coming season. 

 a) The Presidential Team for 2022 is therefore as follows: 

  President – Mark Broadway 
 (Newick BC), 

Vice President – John Whitfield  

(Bognor Regis BC), 

  Junior Vice President – Stuart James 

(Rosemount BC) 

Imm. Past President – Bob Markham 

(Rottingdean BC), 

19. Election of other Officers and Committee Members 

 a) The list of nominations for the various positions had been circulated prior to the meeting 
and voting slips issued where there was more than one nomination.  

 b) In  a vote for the Divisional GPC member for Division One Brian Henty was elected by 
the representatives for that division. 

 c) i) The Secretary reported that there were three vacant positions. One of which there 
had been no nominations received prior to the cut-off date of 1st October - and two 
that had subsequently become vacant.   As two of these vacancies had occurred 
after 1st October, all clubs were circulated in an attempt to obtain candidates.   In 
accordance with the County Constitution where vacancies occur it is the 
responsibility of the GPC to - if possible - co-opt a person to fill the vacancy until the 
next elections take place. 

  ii) One nomination was received from Rottingdean BC for Bob Markham for the 
position of Competition Secretary.   Two nominations were received for the post of 
Assistant Secretary, Peter Copper of Polegrove BC and David Page of Shoreham-
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by-Sea BC.   For the position of Divisional GPC member for Division Four, three 
nominations were received.  From Arundel BC for John Kinnard, From Midhurst BC 
for Paul Chuter and from Pagham BC for Roger Dear. 

  iii) All nominations received were forwarded to all members of the GPC for 
consideration and it was the decision of that committee that the following would be 
co-opted to  fill the vacancies until the AGM in 2022: 

   Competition Secretary – Bob Markham – Rottingdean BC; 

Assistant Secretary – David Page – Shoreham-by-Sea BC; 

Divisional GPC member for Division Four – Paul Chuter – Midhurst BC. 

20. Any other Business  

 a) The next Executive Meeting is on Tuesday 19th April, 2022 at 2:00 pm  

 b) As no other business had been advised to the Secretary prior to the meeting, no other 
business was discussed and the Chairman closed the meeting at 16:10 hours. 

 

 

 
 

  

Signed: ………………..…………….. 

 Tony Sharman (Chairman) 
Date:             December, 2022 

          
.    


