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SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLS - Men’s Section  
(Members of Bowls England & the Home Counties Bowls Association) 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
held at the Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne   

 

15.00 hours on Monday 3rd December, 2018 
 

1. Notice of Meeting. 
 a) The Honorary Secretary read the notice that had been sent to all Club Secretaries and Club 

Delegates convening the Meeting. 
2. Welcome by Chairman. 
 a) The Chairman welcomed all to the Meeting.  He thanked all the Officers for the work they 

had carried out during the year and also the delegates for attending the meeting and for the 
work they do on behalf of their clubs. 

3. In Memorium. 
 a) The Secretary read out a list of members who had passed away since the last AGM – as 

per list attached. 
 b) The delegates then then stood for a moment in respect. 

4. Apologies. 
 Comp. Sec. – R Dear 

Hon. Mem. – B Henty 
Rev. – C Kassell 
Del. D3 – M Bright 
Sel. D4 – P Chuter 

CLUBS: 
Barcombe 
Buxted Park 
Downsman 
Drive, The 

Goring Manor 
Homefield Park 
Midhurst 
Pagham 

Preston 
Royal Sovereign 
Southwick Park 
Uckfield 

 There were 73 members present as recorded in the Attendance Register by the Assistant 
Secretary.    

5. Minute of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 4th December, 2017. 
 a) The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record.    

6. Minutes of the Special General Meeting held on Monday 3rd April, 2018 
 a) The minutes of the Special General Meeting were approved as a true record.    

7. Matters Arising. 
 a) There were no matters arising from both sets of previous minutes. 

8. Appointment of Tellers. 
 a) Two tellers were appointed to receive and count the votes for the position of Junior Vice 

President.  
9. Presidents Address.  
 a) The President reported that he had thoroughly enjoyed his year as President and had 

enjoyed a wonderful 2018.   He continued to thank various people for the support that he 
had received during his time in office. 
He then reported on the results of matches and thanked all players who had turned out to 
play for him, some of whom had taken time off work to play with him.   He mentioned his 
time up at Leamington and the successes achieved by some of our teams and finally 
thanked the people who had turned up to support our Balcomb Trophy Team.   He thanked 
Geoff Fitch for his efforts as the Middleton Cup Manager this season and wished his 
successor Mark Strong good luck for the forthcoming season. 
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He spoke about his tour to Weston and reported that the money raised for his Charity this 
year – MacMillan Cancer Support was a grand sum of £1571.08. 
Finally, he wished his successor Gordon and his team a successful rewarding and enjoyable 
year and thanked everyone for their support. 

10. Annual Report. 
 a) The 109th Annual Report had been circulated and it was accepted unanimously. 

11. Financial Report. 
 a) The Financial report had been circulated and was unanimously accepted. 

12. Benevolent Fund Report. 
 a) The Trustees report for 2017 and financial statement, as prepared by Tony Sharman had 

been circulated and was unanimously accepted.  
Simon Tooley – Chichester, wished to express thanks to the Benevolent Fund on behalf of 
one of the members of his club who had received assistance from the fund. 
Tony Sharman reminded clubs what the fund was for and continued to state that the fund 
was under used and was available to all past and present members and family of clubs who 
make donations to it.  

13. Affiliation Fees and Honoraria for 2018. 
 a) The proposal from the GPC Committee regarding affiliation fees for the 2020 Season and 

honoraria to be paid for the 2019 Season – as circulated with the Agenda for this meeting – 
and previously agreed at the Executive Meeting in October was unanimously agreed. 

14. Revised Sussex County Bowls - Men’s Section Constitution and Men’s Section Rules. 
 a) The proposal from the GPC Committee to update the Sussex County Bowls - Men’s Section 

Constitution, as previously agreed at the Executive Meeting on 9th October, 2018 and the 
proposals to update the Sussex County Bowls - Men’s Section Rules as previously agreed 
at the Executive Meeting on 9th October, 2018, were approved unanimously. 

15. Election of Presidential Officers 

 The Chairman announced the result of the ballot for Junior Vice President, which was a very 
close run contest with Bob Markham (Rottingdean BC) being successful over John Whitfield 
(Bognor BC) by a small margin of votes.    He congratulated Bob and offered commiserations to  
John. 

 a) The Presidential Team for 2019 is therefore as follows: 
 
 

 President – Gordon Leaman 
(East Preston & Kingston BC), 

Vice President – Roger Day 
 (Isle of Thorns BC), 

  Junior Vice President – Bob Markham 
(Rottingdean BC), 

Immediate Past President – John Kinnard 
 (Arundel BC), 

16. Installation of 2019 President and his team 

 a) John Kinnard installed Gordon Leaman with his presidential Jewel and wished him every 
success in the coming season. 

  Gordon then spoke of John’s achievements and stated that he was proud to have been his 
Vice President.   He then invested him with his Presidential Jewel.   He then continued on 
to invest Roger Day with the Vice President Jewel and Bob Markham with his Junior Vice 
President Jewel and badge. 

17. Address by the New President. 
 a) Gordon commenced by notifying that he had been due to undertake the position about 

20 years ago but due to problems he was obliged to step down.   He continued to state 
that he was very proud to be our President today and that bowls and Masonry are his 
life and it was very disappointing to see the loss of numbers.   
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He notified that his charity for this year was Guide Dogs for the Blind and he hoped that 
members would assist as much as possible.   His tour was to Exmouth and letters were 
going out today. 
He hoped that he would meet and be able to play with as many people as possible. 
He concluded by again stating how proud he was to be President and had been looking 
forward to this for many years and that he would do his best to make the County proud. 

18. Election of other Officers and Committee Members 
 a) The list of nominations for the various positions had been circulated prior to the meeting and 

as there was only one nomination for any one post all those detailed were elected 
unopposed.  

 b) A proposition from the floor for Colin Morphew to fill the vacancy for a Selector in Division 
Three was unanimously agreed. 

 c) Appointments as made by the GPC were notified and a nomination was again received from 
the floor for the position of Vice Patron Controller for Division Three, for Brian Goatman.   
Brian confirmed his desire to undertake this post and the meeting were notified that the GPC 
would ratify the appointment. 

19. Mike Newth Trophy  
 a) The Chairman reported that three candidates had been considered for the Mike Newth 

Trophy and the matter had been discussed at the Joint Management Committee.   The 
candidates were: 

  Jean Akehurst (Hellingly BC), Philp Balchin (Gullivers BC )and Brian Turner (Rottingdean 
BC). 

 b) It was the unanimous view of that Committee that for 2018, the trophy should be presented 
to: 

  Jean Akehurst – Hellingly BC. 
 c) The trophy was presented at the Women’s Section Annual Luncheon in November. 

20. Legacy  

 a) The Chairman reported that a legacy of £2000, had been left to Sussex County Bowling 
Association by a former President of the Women’s Section.  This had been discussed at the 
GPC meeting and it was the view that this money was intended for the Women’s Section. 
Following discussions at that meeting, it was considered that it was necessary to get the approval 
of this meeting to agree to all of the £2000 being paid into the Account of the Women’s Section.  
The matter was put to the vote and unanimously agreed.    

21. Any other Business 
The next Executive Meeting is on Tuesday 16th April, 2019 at 2:00 pm and the next AGM and Luncheon will 
be at the Hydro Hotel on 3rd December at the same time as this year. 
As no other business had been advised to the Secretary prior to the meeting, no other business was 
discussed and the Chairman closed the meeting at 15:44 hours. 

 

 
 
 

  
Signed: ………………..…………….. 

 Ken Woodcock (Chairman) 
Date:       2nd December, 2019 

          
.    


